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ChairmanandMembersoftheCity Council, I amhereto testify in supportofthe Grant-In-Aid
proposalin Bill 11(2014),CD2 for Adult Friendsfor Youth. Thisbill will allow Adult Friends
for Youth to providecounselingservices,programs,events,andactivities for at-riskyouth at
Farrington,Campbell,Kapolei, andLeilehua.

I amcurrentlyworkingatAdult Friendsfor Youth asaclinical specialistandco-teacherfor the
C-Basedprogram.Havingbeenpartoftheagencyfor four years,I havebeenexposedto many
ofthechallengesandobstaclesouryouthfaceday-to-day. It is truly troublingto seeall theroles
the youthsjuggleto barelysurvivetheirteenyearsin which arecrucialto theirdevelopmentas
contributingmembersof society. However,givena loving andnurturingenvironment,I have
seenyouth grow andmakethebestofthe opportunitiesprovidedto them. Whentheyouthbegin
to seeandbelievein theirpotential, theyareableto confronttheissuesthrownatthemsuchas
poverty,violence,substanceabuse,academicfailure, truancy,bullying, ganginvolvement,
negativerelationshipsandmore. Manyoftheyoutharevulnerableto suchnegativeand
destructivebehaviorsthatit is essentialtheyouthcanhaveaplacewheretheyfeel safeandthat
somebodydoescareabouttheirwell-being.ThestaffofAdult Friendsfor Youthworks tirelessly
asateamto buildmeaningfulrelationshipsandprovideappropriateservicessothat theyouth
canbeginto envisionalife beyondtheircommunityandapartfrom manyofthenegative
influencessurroundingthem. TheyouthsservedatAdult Friendsfor Youth aretheupcoming
generationandit is importantthatwegive themtheopportunityfor theirvoiceto beheard.

I sincerelyaskthat you supportBill 11 CD2 asit will providethefinancialmeansfor youth to
obtaintheservicesnecessaryto assistthemin becomingproductivemembersof theHawaii
community.
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